C-banding as a simple tool to discriminate between micronuclei induced by clastogens and aneugens.
If mouse bone marrow preparations are treated with a classical C-banding procedure, it may be possible to distinguish between micronuclei with or without centromeres. This allows discrimination between micronuclei originating from chromosome breakage and those originating from chromosome loss. Thus, using C-banding, the micronucleus test can be used not only for the detection of clastogens but also aneugens. In this way, more exhaustive methods such as immunological staining using antikinetochore antibodies may not be necessary.